
A Planning application to 

extend the workings at 

Dimmock’s Cote quarry was 

submitted by the current 

owners. This quarry  shows 

the best exposures of the  

Jurassic “reef” and the grey 

Dimmock’s Cote limestone 

(see above photo in header). 

The working quarry is 

viewable from the  publically 

accessible platform  and 

frequent field trips to this 

location are allowed by the 

owners for organized 

parties. (see page 4) 

The plan is to continue 

extracting beyond the 

current North wall, 

removing much of the field 

that lies behind. The Owners 

have stated that they will 

retain the current exposures 

in the NW corner of the pit 

(just under the viewing 

platform) but extend and 

make permanent the 

western wall to the north of 

this. Researchers will have 

access at various stages to 

examine and record the rock 

faces as they are exposed. It 

is unknown what nature the 

exposures will have as reef 

deposits are remarkably 

variable in nature! From a 

purely geological point of 

view, these extraction plans 

do appear to offer an 

opportunity to examine this 

reef in “3D”. However, in the 

wider picture, the plans also 

indicate that there will be 

backfilling with imported 

materials—it is not known 

how this will affect the 

water systems around this 

area nor on the Kingfisher 

Bridge nature reserve 

bounding on the north side. 

The Upware area in general 

is one of the more 

interesting sites in the 

county, but the 

opportunities for viewing 

the exposures have 

dwindled over the years 

since the Commissioner’s Pit 

is now in private hands.  

CGS  was able to give a 

response on the conditions 

discharge. 

Editorial :  Dimmock’s Cote Quarry Reg Nicholls 

Warboys may be the only 

place on the Fen Edge Trail 

that you can walk near an 

extinct volcano! About 150m 

below the surface, under the 

Jurassic sediments, the 

Ordovician basement lurks—

and in those rocks is an old 

volcano. In 1967 a deep 

borehole drilled down and 

the picture to the left is of a 

piece of the diorite from the 

core. This rock belongs to 

Peter Jackson whose father, 

Kenneth, was given it by the 

drillers when he was 

working nearby. The volcano 

is thought to be part of an 

oceanic island arc associated 

with the subduction zone at 

the edge of  the Avalonia 

supercontinent . In the late 

Ordovician period (about 

450MYa), what is now East 

Anglia was part of the 

Avalonia “islands” 

surrounded by large oceans. 

These ancient marine 

deposits underlie much of 

East Anglia at depth. 

Warboys volcano 
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CGS members are involved 

in a number of activities in 

the community that are 

intended to aid Geo-

conservancy and also to 

simply spread the word! 

In July we gave a Fen Edge 

introduction with a brief geo

-history of March to the 

March Society. 

We have had two Geosites 

team visits: one to Upware 

(see the leading article) and 

another to The Great Fen in 

support of the LGS 

designation process which is 

under way (see separate 

article). 

We also had a stand at  

Welney, ‘Origins: the 

Scottish Soldiers in the 

Fens’ : the Fen Edge project 

and the local Geology 

attracted much interest. 

We are also liaising with 

Prof. Richard West who is 

wishing us to help him 

document and publicise the 

evidential sites around the 

Fen Edge that are said to 

show the product of the 

Tottenhill Glaciation (the 

middle glacial period about 

160 Ka). This glaciation left 

behind sand and gravel 

ridges as well as “till” 

containing not only the chalk 

from the Fen edge, but also 

some other material thus 

indicating the direction of 

travel of the various lobes. 

We also took part in CNHS 

“Conversazione” and 

Historic Ely exhibitions. 

estuarine and alluvial 

domain in the UK (i.e. The 

Fens). The deep peat 

deposits in the area 

specified are of significance 

as are the remains of the 

fenland meres (Whittlesea 

Mere and the older Trundle 

Mere) and there is also 

evidence of marine flooding. 

Diggings have identified 

calcareous marl and a 

palaeochannel – possibly a 

previous channel of the 

The Geosites team, led by 

Chris Donnelly is involved in 

the application for an area in 

the Great Fen to be 

designated as a Local 

Geological Site. This confers 

some degree of recognition 

with planners and owners 

that there is something 

special that should be 

conserved. The site 

proposed at the Great Fen 

was part of the largest area 

of the Quaternary coastal, 

River Nene. Roddons 

(remains of tidal creeks) are 

visible at the surface and 

layers of marine clay occur 

in ditches, evidence of both 

the Neolithic/Bronze Age 

and Iron Age/Roman marine 

incursions. Gravels from Ice 

Age rivers are also visible in 

diggings in the area.   

Society Activity over the summer 

Great Fen (North) LGS application 

very good light and not just 

the contemporary ignoring 

of the part that Mary Anning 

played in the growing 

knowledge of vertebrate 

palaeontology. A good part 

of the book covers the 

voracious ambitions of 

Richard Owen who, 

allegedly, took great pains to 

“rubbish” his rivals such as 

Gideon Mantell. It describes 

in sympathetic detail the 

tribulations that Mantell 

suffered in the pursuit of his 

science and his terrible ill 

health towards the end. This 

is a lengthy, but readable 

book adding  much 

personality to the greats 

whose names litter GB 

geology. 

Book Review: The Dinosaur Hunters by Deborah Cadbury 

This  is a story of some of 

the main “characters” who 

populated the geological 

world of the late 17C to mid 

18C Britain. It deals with the 

interactions of the 

heavyweights like Sedgwick,  

Mantell,  Buckland, 

Murchison, Mary Anning and 

Richard Owen. Some of 

these are not painted in  a 
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After West et al 2018 

Testing the peat at Holm Posts 



Society Activities 

Friends Meeting 
House 

91 – 93 Hartington 

Grove, 

Cambridge, 

CB1 7UB 

 

All talks are at 7.30 pm (doors open 7.00 pm). Everyone welcome, free to CGS members, 
small charge for non members.  
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A new walk has been published in the Fen Edge Trail series. The Witcham to Sutton walk is 

the first in the circumnavigation of the Isle of Ely. Jeff has encompassed three ancient villages 

in his route. This walk, on the northwest edge of the Isle of Ely, links the three villages of Wit-

cham, Mepal and Sutton. The high ground forming the Isle, reaching some 86 feet (26 me-

tres) above sea level, consists of Jurassic clays overlain in part (although not in this area) by 

Cretaceous Lower Greensand. This bedrock is capped with Glacial Till and Glacial River mate-

rial. The Isle of Ely is better thought of as the ‘Ely archipelago’ since it includes such separate 

‘isles’ as Littleport, Coveney and Wardy Hill. Prior to the draining of the fens in the 17th cen-

tury the Isle was surrounded by freshwater marshes and meres. This walk follows ancient 

droves and ‘ways’ around the edge of the ‘island’ linking the historic villages that sit on key 

promontories where once our ancestors sat and looked out across the extensive marshes (a 

sea during Neolithic times!).  

Witcham to Sutton: a new Fen Edge Trail 

 

Monday 9th September: 

“The Warning of the Gods-the day Pompeii died”, Franziska Norman, Open  

University student. 

This talk will use both the famous eyewitness account by Pliny the Younger and evidence 
found by modern geologists to examine in detail the eruption of Vesuvius in 79 AD that bur-
ied the Roman towns of Pompeii, Herculaneum and Stabiae. We will see how the eruption 
unfolded, how the local people reacted to it and what makes it typical of the eruption type 
called "Plinian", after the man who first described it. 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE—please download and bring completed form 

 

Monday 14th October 

"Tsunamis", Prof. David Tappin, British Geological Survey   

Currently doing research on both historical and modern tsunamis and their causes:  also 
interested in the UK tsunami geo-hazard.   

Monday 11th November:   

TBA soon + Society Annual General Meeting 

Monday 9th December 

“The effect of mass extinctions on Cephalopods”, Prof Paul Rodhouse, Brit-

ish Antarctic Survey. 

Paul  recently took part in Radio 4’s “In our time” as an expert in the lifestyles of Cephla-
pods. He described them as “the invasive weeds of the oceans”. 

You can see in this 

issue some of the 

activities with which 

Society members are 

busy: we  NEED more 

members to help us in 

the investigation &  

promotion of local 

Geological awareness—

please contact us if you 

can help / wish to join 

the committee 

©Google Maps 

http://i1.wp.com/www.cambsgeology.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/fenedgetrailsmall.png


Other Society Meetings  

Friends of the Sedgwick 

The group meet in the Watson Gallery, Department of Earth Sciences, Down-

ing Street, Cambridge and have their lectures within the Department. 

All members of the public are welcome to attend. They charge £2 to mem-

bers and £3 to visitors - this  includes a cup of tea/coffee and a biscuit. The 

lectures start at 7.00pm, but the doors are open at 6.15pm for refreshments. 
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Cambridge Natural 

History Society 

CNHS lecture meetings will resume in October. 

The CNHS lectures take place on Thursday evenings during the winter half of 

the year and start at 6:45 pm prompt, usually in the David Attenborough 

Building CB2 3QZ 

Tea, coffee and biscuits are provided from 6:15pm.  All welcome - members 

£1.50, non members £2.00, students 50p 

http://www.cnhs.org.uk/ 

Local Fen Edge / Cambridgeshire museums 

There are several museums with interesting fenland exhibits. Two that are now involved in 

the Fen Edge Trail are Burwell Museum www.burwellmuseum.ork.uk and Ramsey Rural Mu-

seum www.ramseyruralmuseum.co.uk. Out in the Fen Basin, are a number of other collec-

tions including those at Wisbech Museum which has numerous natural history specimens 

www.wisbechmuseum.org.uk .  

Peterborough museum has a good Geo-history display. Fossils Galore in March is also worth 

a visit.  

GEO-East conference  23rd November and associated field trip (14th Sept) led by Dr 

Simon Kelly to the Upware area. 

Jurassic rocks are a key part of the landscape of the East of England region. They include ooli-

tic limestones much used for building stone, and blue-grey clay mudstones used for making 

bricks. Almost all these rocks are fossiliferous, providing abundant evidence for marine life 

between 145 and 200 million years ago.  

 

'Jurassic East' conference will introduce you to some of the wealth of knowledge about this 

fascinating period of Earth history. We shall hear from eight expert speakers on subjects as 

varied as coral reefs and dinosaurs, stone quarries and museum collections.  

 

Tickets cost £35.00      http://www.geo-eastevents.org.uk/ 

Upware Field Trip 

The field trip to Upware led by Dr Simon Kelley on 14th Sept is limited to 25—so book early. 

There is a charge of £8.00 

http://www.cambsgeology.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Geo-East-Upware-field-trip.jpg 

Image:  Wikimedia Commons  
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