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Whittlesey Town Council Members of the Neighbourhood working group thought an 
overview for new members would be helpful. 
 
In 2014 Whittlesey Town Council decided to develop a Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish 
of Whittlesey. A Neighbourhood Plan is a statutory planning document that, if approved, 
will be used to determine planning applications. It will sit underneath the Fenland 2014 
adopted Local Plan (under review) and National Planning Policy to provide more specific 
planning policies for Whittlesey Parish. The aim is that Whittlesey Neighbourhood Plan 
will reflect the views and aspirations of those living and working in the Parish, so the 
community is being involved throughout the process. 
 

APRIL 2015 -Designating the Neighbourhood Area 
 
Whittlesey Town Council applied to Fenland District Council to designate the whole of the 
Parish of Whittlesey as a Neighbourhood Area. The application was determined by 
Fenland’s Planning Committee on 29th April 2015: the whole of the Parish was designated 
as Whittlesey Neighbourhood Plan area.  
 
The Neighbourhood Plan Working Group is made up of four Town Councillors – Cllrs Alan 
Bristow, Eammon Dorling, Ray Whitwell and Chairman, Dee Laws, who are driving the 
plan forward. 
 

MARCH 2017 Public Consultation – Residents & 5 x Schools Survey 
 
In March 2017 we delivered a questionnaire to everybody in the Parish to get their initial 
thoughts about various issues within The Parish and what the Neighbourhood Plan should 
do. The questionnaires were accompanied by more targeted consultation with younger 
people in local schools. 
 

JULY 2017 – Housing Needs Assessment 
 
As part of the Neighbourhood Plan, we had a more focus public consultation held in 
Whittlesey Christian Church. We ran three open sessions which anyone could attend. Each 
session included an overview of the previous consultation results, a presentation on the 
challenges affecting smaller towns, and an interactive workshop were residents were 
invited to answer a series of questions designed to develop a vision and objectives for the 
future of the Parish. 
 
 



FEBRUARY 2018 - PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 
The Parish of Whittlesey Neighbourhood Plan working group posted details inviting All 
Members of the Community to an NHP Workshop. 
 
The community have already been involved in finding the key issues affecting the Parish 
through a questionnaire as well as developing a vision and set of objectives from the plan 
at the event in October 2017. 
 
This session included a presentation from URBED (WTC’s agreed Planning Consultants), 
telling people everything they needed to know about a Neighbourhood Plan, updating 
attendees, on what we’ve done so far and giving the tools we needed to start drafting the 
policy ideas. 
The public workshop – a round table session where we worked together to develop 
policies on a theme: transport, employment, shopping frontage, housing developments, 
windfall sites, drainage/flooding, open spaces/play areas, etc 
 
We had reached an exciting stage – developing draft policies to go into the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
As you can appreciate this was a mammoth task for the Members of the working group to 
bring together and collate the evidence-based information obtained from Public Surveys 
and Workshops to create draft policies with justification. 
 
With the additional support of Shared Services Policy Officer, Ed Dade the working group 
achieved a final version of The Parish of Whittlesey Neighbourhood Plan draft polices 
circulated to all Town Council Members on 14th June 2019 and invited any questions or 
comments. 
The responses received from Whittlesey Town Council Members was very positive. 
 
Whittlesey Neighbourhood Plan working group are now able to move forward. 
 
The remaining tasks ahead and the working group does need the professional skills of 
URBED to achieve the following tasks: 
 

1. Write the first draft of The Parish of Whittlesey Neighbourhood Plan 
2. Consulting on completed plan 
3. Possible modifications 
4. Submission to Fenland District Council 
5. Independent examination by The Planning Inspectorate at Bristol 
6. Possible modifications 
7. Referendum  

 
Whittlesey Town Council Neighbourhood Plan Group has previously applied from Grant 
Funding from Government and were successful. Town Council initial financial support to 
commence this project from the grant money this has been reimbursed. 



The second part of Town Council’s successful grant application was Government’s Locality 
Grant Funding Department employed ACOM a known professional and reputable 
independent organisation in the industry to provide a ‘Housing Assessment Needs’ report, 
free of charge to this Council.  
This is an expensive piece of work and is a valuable evidential based document to support 
The Parish of Whittlesey draft policy for future Housing/Development needs. 
 
Members of the Neighbourhood working party have invested many quality hours to reach 
this stage and when starting this lengthy journey Whittlesey Town Councillor recognised 
the importance of a Neighbourhood Plan and were in complete agreement to pursue 
through to adoption at Fenland District Council. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan working group returns to Town Council Members this evening to 
report exactly where we are and request support for £15,000 funding for the professional 
help required to achieve a valuable planning document for The Parish of Whittlesey.  
 
We would also like to add we have an opportunity to submit a further application to 
Government’s Locality Department to ask for further funding, but this is a lengthy process 
and naturally at this stage we cannot predict the outcome. 
 
We cannot move forward without the guaranteed financial support of £15,000 from 
Whittlesey Town Members tonight. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Members of Whittlesey Town Council Neighbourhood Plan working party 
Cllrs Alan Bristow, Eammon Dorling, Ray Whitwell and Dee Laws 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


